
 

2008 Biennale of Sydney wraps up with a bang
 
Don’t miss the last days of Australia’s international festival of
contemporary art, which closes Sunday 7th September (Fathers Day).
Take a free ferry trip to Cockatoo Island, enjoy Sydney's best DJs nightly
at the Hub, take in the last of our artists’ talks in our 2008 venues, or
enjoy an array of events and tours that celebrate our best attended
Biennale ever. Also, closing week offers a special opportunity to own a
piece of Biennale exhibited art. 
  
Around 400,000 people will have experienced the Biennale of Sydney when it
wraps on Sunday, 7 September and special ‘closing week’ events will see
Sydneysiders celebrate the final days.   
  
A purpose-built ‘Biennale Hub’ will fill Customs Square with springtime festivities,
nightly DJs, and an al fresco party mood of wining and dining. Day and night, our
information booth will help people find out what to do and see before the
exhibition closes, and help you to plan your visit. It’s your last chance to see the
extraordinary works exhibited at Australia’s international festival of
contemporary art. Come sunset, the Biennale Hub provides a place to catch-up
after a busy day and meet other art lovers and visiting artists here for closing
week. 
  
‘Closing Week’ Key Events: 
 
* Own a piece of Biennale history. Bid for an original artwork by celebrated
international artist Sharmila Samant. Exquisite snake sculptures from Against the
Grain are up for auction on Saturday, 6 Sept. A highlight of the Biennale at the
Museum of Contemporary Art (MCA), Samant’s work features more than 700
rice-husk sculptures, made collaboratively by the artist and rural communities in
India. The artworks will be auctioned live in small lots from 3-4.30 pm, Saturday,
6 September on-site at the MCA and online at www.bos2008.com (please note: a
reserve of $400 per lot applies). All proceeds go directly to the families of Indian
farmers.  
 
* ‘Art in the Dark’ on Thursday, 4 Sept 6-9pm – a special one off night-time
opportunity to experience Pier 2/3 and Cockatoo Island by moonlight! Ferries run
regularly between Pier 2/3 and Cockatoo Island. Rug up, enjoy a glass of wine at
the island’s café and BYO torch.
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* Artist and curator talks – Liam Gillick presents lectures in the Centenary
Auditorium, Art Gallery of New South Wales (bookings essential: ‘WHAT’S ON’
www.bos2008.com from 2-4 pm daily, Wednesday, 3 to Friday, 5 Sept. Mike Parr
talks about his work on-site at Cockatoo Island from 1–1.30 pm Sunday, 7 Sept.
Hans Ulrich Obrist presents a keynote address at the Domain Theatre, Art Gallery
of New South Wales (bookings essential: ‘WHAT’S ON’  www.bos2008.com) from
10.15 am–1 pm, Saturday, 6 Sept. Ross Gibson presents Conversations II, his
final conversation-based pieces at the Gallery from Monday, 1 to Sunday, 7 Sept.
10 am–1 pm and 2-3 pm daily. 
 
* Final Mystery Tour on Cockatoo Island. Saturday, 6 Sept, 11.30–12.30 pm
(bookings essential: ‘WHAT’S ON’ www.bos2008.com)
  
Other highlights: 
 

• Critics and audiences alike recognize William Kentridge’s extraordinary
works on Cockatoo Island as a highlight of the 2008 Biennale of Sydney.
The experience of seeing these ground-breaking and poetic works in such
a unique venue is not to be missed. Make a special trip on to Cockatoo
Island to see this and other extraordinary works. 

• Raquel Ormella’s new ‘whiteboard’ works facing Joseph Beuys’s first
‘blackboard’ work from 1971, on show at the Art Gallery of New South
Wales. See these and many other pairings of artworks that show the links
between past and present. 

• The magical mobiles of Alexander Calder and Olafur Eliasson at the
Museum of Contemporary Art - works never before seen in Australia. 

• Janet Cardiff and George Bures-Miller’s major sound installation ‘The
Murder of Crows’ at Pier 2/3 took two years to develop especially for this
space. Sit for half-an-hour and let your imagination paint pictures. 

 
Find out more at: www.bos2008.com
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